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God Equips the Called 
(and Disciplines the Disobedient) 

 
 

READ, REFLECT & RESPOND:   
Moses is now over 80 years old. God has 
been strategically waiting (and working 
behind the scenes) to prepare Moses to 
lead his people out of slavery and into 
what God promised to them.  
 
Exodus 4:1-9  
Moses answered, “What if they do not believe 
me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” 
2 Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” 
“A staff,” he replied. 
3 The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.” 
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 
4 Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So 
Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff 
in his hand. 5 “This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the 
Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.” 
6 Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his 
hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, the skin was leprous—it had 
become as white as snow. 
7 “Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back into 
his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. 
 
8 Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first 
sign, they may believe the second. 9 But if they do not believe these two 
signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry 
ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the 
ground.” 
 
Q: What resources does God give Moses to do what he asks 
him to do?  

Exodus 4:10-17 
10 Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been 
eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I 
am slow of speech and tongue.” 
 
11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes 
them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, 
the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” 
 

13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 
14 Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about 
your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on 
his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see you. 15 You shall speak to 
him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach 
you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he 
were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your 
hand so you can perform the signs with it.” 
 
Q: What promises does God give take away Moses’ fears and 
concerns?  Why is that important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q: What promises and resources does God give to us as his 
children?   
2 Peter 1:3-4   3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a 
godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
 
 



Q: How can we tell we are living out his promises to us?   
2 Peter 1:5-8   5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; 
and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
4:21-23   21 The Lord said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that 
you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to 
do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then 
say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the Lord says: Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and 
I told you, “Let my son go, so he may worship me.” But you refused to let 
him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.’” 
 
Q: How does a person’s heart become “hard?”  
 
 

 

 

 

24 At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met Moses and was about to kill 
him. 25 But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched 
Moses’ feet with it.  “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. 
26 So the Lord let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom of blood,” 
referring to circumcision.) 
 
Q: What are some of the reason’s God would decide to end a 
person’s life?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY STUDY CHALLENGE 
 
Exodus 4:27-31 
27 The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the 
wilderness to meet Moses.” So he met 
Moses at the mountain of God and 
embraced him. 28 Then Moses told Aaron everything the Lord had sent him to 
say, and also about all the signs he had commanded him to perform. 
29 Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites, 30 and 
Aaron told them everything the Lord had said to Moses. He also performed 
the signs before the people, 31 and they believed. And when they heard that 
the Lord was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed 
down and worshiped. 
 
Q: What was the outcome of Moses decision to accept God’s 
call?   
 
 
Q:  What are the outcomes of our decisions to accept God’s 
call on our lives?  (note verses below) 
 
 
 
John 5:24 (Jesus said) I tell you the truth, those who listen to my 
message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will 
never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed 
from death into life. 
   
1 Peter 1: 22 You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the 
truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers 
and sisters.  Love each other deeply with all your heart.  
23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. 
Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, 
living word of God. 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - 
“For each one of us, there is only one thing necessary: to fulfill our 
own destiny, according to God's will, to be what God wants us to be.”  
Thomas Merton No Man Is an Island 


